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MR TREVOR RAYMOND SPRIGG, MLA 
Condolence Motion 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee � Premier) [2.06 pm] � without notice: I move �  

That the house records its sincere regret at the death of Mr Trevor Raymond Sprigg and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Trevor Raymond Sprigg was born in Wagin on 10 August 1946. He attended Wagin Junior High School, 
Bunbury High School, the University of Western Australia and Claremont Teachers� College.  

Trevor had a long sporting and media career before entering politics. He played 152 league games for the East 
Fremantle Football Club, as well as six games for Western Australia. In 1971 he moved to Tasmania and played 
92 games for the Glenorchy Football Club, as well as 10 games for Tasmania. He also played first-grade cricket 
for Fremantle and was a life member of the East Fremantle Football Club, the Fremantle and Districts Mercantile 
Cricket Association and the East Fremantle Cricket Association. Trevor was the chairman of selectors at the 
West Coast Eagles Football Club from 1990 to 1992, including the year of the club�s first premiership in 1992. 
He was also a consultant to the Western Australian Football Commission on the formation of the Fremantle 
Dockers Football Club.  
Trevor pursued a part-time media career in television and radio and with the Sunday Times and The Age. Trevor 
entered this house as the Liberal member for Murdoch following the general election on 26 February 2005. He 
succeeded the previous Liberal member for Murdoch, Hon Mike Board. During his relatively short time in 
Parliament, Trevor was a member of the Parliamentary Services Committee, the opposition spokesperson for 
sport and recreation, and opposition Whip from 27 August 2006. His untimely death was a great shock to us all.  
On behalf of all members of this house, I extend our deepest sympathy to Trevor�s wife, Lyn, and his family.  
MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse � Leader of the Opposition) [2.08 pm]: In support of the Premier�s condolence 
motion, it is worthwhile pointing out that Trevor Sprigg was one of those rare members who already enjoyed a 
widespread public reputation when first elected to Parliament. He brought the best sporting ethic�
determination, toughness, teamwork and loyalty�to the community, to Parliament and to the Liberal Party. The 
attendance of 1 200 people at his moving and dignified funeral service at East Fremantle Oval last month was the 
most striking testimony to the way in which Trevor was valued as a family man, a friend, a sportsman and a 
colleague.  
Trevor was born to a farming family in Wagin in 1946. He was educated locally and in Bunbury and was trained 
and qualified as a teacher. What is better known about Trevor is that as a 17-year-old he commenced playing 
with East Fremantle in the West Australian Football League and that he played 152 games for his beloved club 
Old Easts. Between 1971 and 1975, Trevor lived in Tasmania. He took up the position of captain/coach with the 
Glenorchy Magpies, with whom he was to play 92 games, taking them into the finals and winning the state flag 
in 1975. Through his sense of responsibility to others, Trevor was always more than a vigorous player, being 
chosen at an early age as a players� representative and as a teachers� union representative.  
Returning to Western Australia in 1976, Trevor came to make a unique contribution to football as a 
commentator. He also served the game in a number of senior roles. He was chairman of selectors at the East 
Fremantle Football Club for the club�s 1979 premiership win and he was also a selector at the West Coast Eagles 
Football Club from 1990 to 1993, during which time the club won its inaugural grand final in 1992. He played 
an integral role in the establishment of the Fremantle Dockers and of their Derby Club in 1995. In his 
employment career, he moved from teaching to sales and hotel management. 
Trevor had been interested in politics from an early age, and he displayed his characteristic determination and 
honesty from late 2003 when he sought Liberal preselection in two contests: firstly, for the seat of Riverton, and 
then successfully for the seat of Murdoch when Hon Mike Board announced his retirement. Trevor campaigned 
with energy and thoroughness, and was elected with 55.9 per cent of the final vote, which was a majority of 
nearly 3 000 votes and a swing to the Liberal Party of 1.8 per cent. This was a notable result for a contest in 
which a popular sitting member had retired and in which generally there was no overall two-party swing to the 
Liberal Party in the metropolitan area. Not all the component suburbs of the Murdoch seat voted consistently for 
the Liberal Party, but he won all but one small polling booth. Indeed, Trevor improved the final Liberal vote in 
Kardinya by 10 per cent�a tribute to both his campaigning and his public reputation. He vigorously represented 
the interests of his electors during his parliamentary term, especially those affected by the construction of the 
Perth-Mandurah railway. He had an equal grasp of basic concerns such as graffiti and of complex matters such 
as the impact of land tax. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 February 2008] 

 p276g-282a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Terry Waldron; Dr Kim Hames; Mr John McGrath; Mr Tony McRae; 
Mr Matt Birney; Ms Dianne Guise; Mr Tony Simpson; Dr Graham Jacobs; Mr Paul Omodei; Ms Jaye Radisich; 

Speaker 

 [2] 

Trevor was the natural fit as Liberal spokesman for sport and recreation, and later as opposition Whip. He 
brought to this task all the best attributes of a coach, but a coach who was playing hard in this his chosen field, 
the chamber of the Parliament. He took initiatives to build teamwork among our members and their staff. He had 
an absolute commitment to his new career and was clearly a potential cabinet minister. 

Trevor stated in his first speech to this chamber that he was the fifth former East Fremantle Football Club player 
to serve in the Parliament, following John Tonkin and Jerry Dolan of the Australian Labor Party, and Sir Ross 
Hutchinson and Arthur Marshall of the Liberal Party. The first of these was a Premier, two were ministers, and 
Sir Ross later served as a Speaker. Had it not been for his untimely death, Trevor would also have been 
remembered alongside these distinguished names as a notable parliamentarian, as well as the great sportsman 
who has been so widely mourned. Either way, Trevor Sprigg will always be remembered as a loyal friend, a 
family man and, above all else, a very good human being. To Lyn, Sharon, Natalie, Jarrod, Travis and Brett, and 
to all of Trevor�s family, we again express our sympathy. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.12 pm]: It is with great sadness 
that I speak to this condolence motion for the late Trevor Sprigg, the former member for Murdoch. On behalf of 
my National Party parliamentary colleagues and the National Party, I offer our sincere condolences and 
sympathy to Trevor�s wife, Lyn, and the Sprigg family. Our thoughts have certainly been with them since we 
lost Trevor. 

As the member for Wagin, I also speak today on behalf of his many family members and his many friends in the 
Wagin electorate�Wagin, of course, being Trevor�s home town. The people of Wagin have always been very 
proud of Trevor as a person and of his many achievements in sport, in the media and in life. Trevor always 
enjoyed going back to Wagin and was always keen to know what was happening in his old home town. 

I also offer my personal sympathy to the Sprigg family. It was a great pleasure for me to know Spriggy 
personally over a number of years, mainly through my previous involvement in football, whereby Trevor and I 
crossed paths on many occasions. We also worked together on football issues and with the media, and I also 
worked with him in his role as the Liberal Party Whip in this house. It was great to work with Trevor in this 
Parliament over the past three years and to enjoy his company and friendship. 

Trevor�s achievements and history have been very well covered here today, so I will not go over them again, 
other than to say that Trevor was outgoing, forthright, up-front, a fantastic and tough footballer and an all-round 
sportsman. He was a man who really cared, and I think that showed in the way he went about serving his 
electorate. Above all, he was a great bloke who enjoyed life. He brightened the lives of all of us and all those�
and there were many of them�who were involved with him over the years. We will all miss Trevor heaps, but 
we are lucky to have known him. Our thoughts are with his family. Rest in peace, Spriggy.  

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville � Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.14 pm]: I add my voice to the 
condolences for Trevor Sprigg. I did not know Sprigg for very long. I was re-elected and he was elected in the 
same year, so I knew Trev for only three short years, but we developed a very close friendship very early. 
Trevor, the member for South Perth, and I had similar interests. I was amazed to hear at the service that was held 
for him at East Fremantle Oval the huge range of issues with which he was involved and the large number of 
friends whom he had. He had a large number of children�just as I do, but not quite the same number�and he 
worked hard. He was greatly loved by his children, who had a huge amount of respect for him and the way he 
ran his life. 
I guess old sportsmen never die; they just find other sports. It is hard to think that Trevor, a great football and 
cricket player, in the end was reduced to doing the things that the member for South Perth and I like to do�that 
is, play golf and bowls. We were in the parliamentary bowls team together and played bowls at various locations. 
Whenever the opportunity arose, Trevor and I, and often the member for South Perth and others, were involved 
in whatever golfing pursuits were going. One could never watch Trevor play a game of golf and know that he 
had been a great sportsman because he had one of the most awful golf swings one could ever imagine. It was 
interesting to hear at his service that he got very annoyed with people who tried to tell him how he should change 
his swing. The few times that I played with him, I made some gentle suggestions about how he could improve 
his style. The great thing about Trevor is that good sportsmen are always good sportsmen. Although some of us 
might have big swings and hits, Trevor�s were straight down the middle, so much so that Trevor and I won the 
trophy at the inaugural Speaker�s golf day that was held between members of the Labor Party, National Party 
and Liberal Party. I feel extremely proud to have been part of the team that won. 
Trevor brought a different style and attitude to Parliament. As our Whip, he got us together, he got us organised, 
and he got us to attend social events so that there could be better bonding between all of us and we could develop 
a heart to work together as a team. That is what Trevor was always about. He was a great team player and was 
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great at teamwork. Trevor would be looking at us now saying, �Come on guys; last quarter�let�s get out there 
and make sure that we work together and kick straight!� To Lyn and his family, I express my deepest 
condolences. He will be up there now practising his swing, and we wish him well. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [2.17 pm]: I also rise to support the condolence motion for my good friend 
and former colleague and former opposition Whip and former member for Murdoch, Trevor Sprigg. I note that 
Trevor�s children are in the public gallery today. I think it is very important that they are present to hear the 
condolence motion for their father, who was deeply respected by us all. Trevor was taken from us suddenly 
when he had a heart attack at home on 17 January, only hours after cutting short a holiday on the Gold Coast to 
attend a special Liberal Party room meeting. He and his wife, Lyn, had arrived back in Perth late the previous 
night, but Trevor did not make it to the party room meeting. I will never forget the feeling in the party room that 
morning when, as we tried unsuccessfully to contact our colleague, it suddenly dawned on us that something 
must be seriously wrong. Returning to this chamber today, I feel a sense of emptiness that Spriggy, the former 
member for Murdoch, will not be sitting in the seat at the entrance to this chamber as our Whip. 
The former member for Murdoch and I were elected to Parliament on 26 February 2005. It was quite a 
coincidence because we had been friends for a considerable time while working in the media. That helped us, 
and we were able to support one another as we came into what was a challenging new world for the pair of us�
this world of politics. Trevor became the twenty-ninth league footballer from either the West Australian Football 
League or the Victorian Football League to be elected to the Parliament of Western Australia. I do not want to 
differ from my new leader, but my statistics show that Trevor became the seventh player from the great club East 
Fremantle to move from football to politics. The others players were Dexter Davies, who represented the 
National Party; John Jerry Dolan, who represented the ALP and taught me at John Curtin high school; Tom 
Hughes, who represented the ALP and was also an Independent; Sir Ross Hutchinson, who represented the 
Liberal Party; Ray McPharlin, who represented the Country Party; and Arthur Marshall, who represented the 
Liberal Party. The member for Wagin is also on that list of 29 league footballers elected to the Western 
Australian Parliament. He does not talk about it much, but he played 29 games for Claremont Football Club and 
17 games for South Adelaide Football Club. 

In winning the seat of Murdoch, Trevor Sprigg followed in the footsteps of two fine members of Parliament: 
Barry MacKinnon, who went on to become the Leader of the Opposition; and Hon Mike Board. Some people 
thought that Spriggy and I were a bit old to enter Parliament�Spriggy was 58 and I was 57. Fortunately, that 
view was not held by all members of the Liberal Party or the people of Murdoch, nor was it shared by the then 
Leader of the Opposition, the member for Cottesloe. Trevor Sprigg told me on a number of occasions that the 
member for Cottesloe had encouraged him to enter politics. I do not know whether he held that against him after 
a few rowdy sessions in this place! 

In his inaugural speech on 31 March 2005, the former member for Murdoch gave a special vote of thanks to the 
member for Cottesloe, who �persuaded me fairly strongly to put my hand up and put my neck on the line in this 
quest.� Trevor always had the view that someone with life experience had a lot to offer as a member of 
Parliament. He also mentioned in his inaugural speech � 

I see a problem with our modern-day society. The human resources gurus of the world suggest that at 
age 45 everyone is history, on the scrap heap and phasing down to retirement. I must tell the house that 
I think I am far more experienced and better equipped to deal with the issues of life now at age 58 than I 
ever was at 45. 

I think we all agreed with that! 

Trevor used his life experiences to the fullest as he confronted issues in both his electorate and this place. His 
time spent playing football and cricket�as the Premier pointed out, he excelled at both�taught him the life 
values he held dearest: loyalty, passion, mateship and working towards a common goal. Trevor was always 
destined to represent people in one way or another. He was a school prefect at primary school in Wagin and also 
at high school. He was a student councillor at the University of Western Australia and a teachers� union 
representative. When he first started playing football at East Fremantle, he became a players� representative, and 
his job was to handle negotiations with the club. In those days, players did not earn much money playing football 
and it was tough getting a pay rise. In his inaugural speech he recalled lobbying for soap in the showers and cold 
squash after a training run. However, right to the end, Trevor was lobbying. This time he was lobbying for the 
people of Murdoch, be it about too many trucks on Leach Highway or the ugly face of graffiti. In his role as 
shadow Minister for Sport and Recreation, he was particularly passionate about the need for a new stadium, and 
he offered the government and the minister bipartisan support on that project. I was with him one day when he 
met with the then federal sports minister, Senator George Brandis, who was then in Perth. Trevor said to me, 
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�We have to meet with this guy. We have to get the feds to put some money into the stadium�. Even though we 
were not in government, Trevor argued that for the sports stadium project to go forward, the Howard coalition 
government had to put some money into it. 
In closing, this Parliament has lost a much respected member in Trevor Sprigg. Those of us who had the 
privilege of working with him will never forget his contribution. 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [2.23 pm]: I rise to be part of this condolence motion because although Trevor 
Sprigg and I had what could only be described as a fairly forthright and combative political relationship, at a 
personal level our relationship was quite different. Mr Speaker, last December you and I played golf against 
Trevor Sprigg, and we were given a full display of his stroke playing and skills. Both of us offered him some 
advice about how to hit the ball more cleanly, but as a part of the team that beat us, he showed us that that advice 
was not necessary! 
Trevor Sprigg was always passionate. He never stopped pursuing something that he believed was right. I have 
the ignominy of being on the losing end of a quite-famous bet about when the train line to Mandurah would be 
completed and the train would run. We made that bet partly as a sort of jest with each other when we were 
having a cup of coffee in the members� bar one day. I said, �Look, I don�t trust you; we�re going to have to write 
that down.� We wrote it down on a serviette, and it was held behind the bar for some seven months. At one stage 
The West Australian got a copy of it to check on the conditions of the bet, because there were claims and 
counterclaims about when the due date fell for that bet.  

My loss on that bet was Trevor�s gain. His good sportsmanship and compassion allowed us to be part of 
contributing to Scouting Western Australia. I declared publicly that I would donate the winnings to Scouting 
Australia, and suggested that Trevor, being a good capitalist, would invest the winnings in personal shares! He 
was ashamed enough to declare that he would also give the winnings to Scouting Australia. On Sunday, on 
behalf of the Premier, I attended the 100th anniversary of Scouting Western Australia, along with the Leader of 
the Opposition. I record in this condolence motion that the scouting movement was aware of that bet and had 
nothing but praise for Trevor Sprigg for agreeing to donate his winnings to the scouting movement, and it 
recognised him as one of its great supporters.  
I extend my condolences to Lyn and the family for their sad loss. 
MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [2.26 pm]: Trevor Sprigg was quite simply a real man and a good bloke. He 
was somebody who loved a bet, a beer and a joke. Many people could perhaps be forgiven for thinking that he 
was a born and bred Kalgoorlie person. He fitted in very, very well with the people of my electorate in 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder. He had that wonderful rough charm that appealed to the average man and woman on the 
street. Even though Trevor may not have had a long history with the Liberal Party, or with politics for that 
matter, he was a dream candidate. He was the sort of candidate that political parties go looking for when they are 
trying to win a difficult seat. He was the sort of bloke that appealed to most people out in the community, 
notwithstanding perhaps his lack of political experience.  
In the context of what I have just said, it was odd to learn that some people were trying to convince Trevor 
Sprigg to stand for another seat. I do not know anything about it, who they were or what their motivation was, 
but I can tell you, as somebody who has worked with Trevor Sprigg, that a political party would be very lucky to 
find a better candidate who had a better chance of winning that seat. 
He was not the sort of guy who would be found sitting around, plotting and planning the downfall of others. He 
was not a particularly factional person. He was simply a team man and a team player who never missed an 
opportunity to lift the spirits of the team for the benefit of the team. 
I hesitate to tell this story because it is a little bit political, but I will tell it anyway because it will give members a 
bit more of an understanding of the man Trevor Sprigg. About four days after my leadership challenge, which I 
subsequently lost, Trevor Sprigg showed up in my office and said to me, �Matt, you know I didn�t vote for you.� 
I said, �Yes, Trevor, I sort of gathered that.� He said, �I just wanted to tell you that I think I�ve done the wrong 
thing and I�ve had a knot in my stomach for the last few days.� I think I said at the time, �Trevor, I only lost by 
one vote, so if you�re here to get me to untie the knot in your stomach, you�re in the wrong office!� I also said 
that I really appreciated his honesty and his forthrightness. That was the sort of guy he was. He would not hold 
back; he would tell you exactly what he felt and why he felt it. He was an honest guy and a straightshooter. 
I am also reminded of something that the member for South Perth said during Trevor�s funeral, a comment that I 
thought was rather amusing and perhaps summed up the whole mateship and camaraderie thing that surrounded 
Trevor Sprigg. The member for South Perth said that when Trevor and two or three of his colleagues worked for 
the Swan Brewery, they had a motto, which was that they would drink what they could and sell the rest! I 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 February 2008] 

 p276g-282a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Terry Waldron; Dr Kim Hames; Mr John McGrath; Mr Tony McRae; 
Mr Matt Birney; Ms Dianne Guise; Mr Tony Simpson; Dr Graham Jacobs; Mr Paul Omodei; Ms Jaye Radisich; 

Speaker 

 [5] 

thought that was particularly amusing and it did not surprise me one bit, because Trevor was a bloke that really 
liked a beer, a bet, a good time and a joke. I imagine that to his closest friends he was a particularly good friend.  
Mr Speaker, sometimes in life, even though we search, we just cannot find answers to things that happen and it 
seems that the more we search, the more the answer eludes us. I simply say to Trevor�s family and to his wife, 
Lyn, that my sympathies are certainly with you; just let time do its work, because time really is perhaps the only 
true healer of all pain. 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo � Deputy Speaker) [2.30 pm]: I support the condolence motion for Trevor 
Sprigg and express my deepest sympathy to Lyn and the family. Others have spoken in this place today about the 
contribution Trevor made to his party, to the sport he loved, to the community and, indeed, to this place. I came 
to know Trevor in two very different roles, apart from the usual interaction members have in this place. One was 
in his role as opposition Whip, working together during estimates week. Trevor was obviously new to the role, 
but as opposition Whip he was very eager to learn how it all worked, and equally eager to assist and to make sure 
it all ran smoothly. He performed that task very well.  
I also got to know Trevor on the bowling green when we participated�as the members for Dawesville and 
South Perth can attest�as members of the parliamentary sports club. This was a sport that was relatively new to 
me and I had underestimated Trevor�s ability, as he seemed to take to bowls in the same way he clearly took to 
his football career. He was very competitive and wanted to make sure that we were all up to scratch and were 
going to do the deed for the sports club. He certainly took us all to task and made sure we had a lot of fun at the 
same time. He made it enjoyable for everybody.  
I take this opportunity to acknowledge the assistance Trevor gave me during the estimates hearings, and I 
particularly thank him and remember him for the shared laughs we had on the bowling green. I again express my 
deepest sympathy to his family and friends. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [2.31 pm]: I rise to express my condolences. I knew Trevor for 
only the three years, since we were both elected to this Parliament. For the past 12 months I actually sat next to 
him in this house, in this very chair, and got to know him very well. Spriggy was a big man with a big heart. His 
sporting achievements are very much out there. He ran this side of the house in the same way that he coached his 
football teams; he kept tabs on members who were required to stay in the house and reminded members of how 
many grievances they had raised. He kept us in line, and. as the member for Kalgoorlie acknowledged, he also 
kept our social club and football tipping competition going. 

The last time I saw Trevor was for the recording of a TV show called The Couch on Access 31, which we had 
done for the past couple of years, along with the members for Swan Hills and Ballajura. Unfortunately, Trevor 
could not stay for our regular segment and did his own segment at the start, because he was taking Lyn to dinner 
at a pub up the road, the Bel Eyre, which belongs to a mate of his. Trevor loved his publicans and his pubs and 
was a great supporter of them. Just last night I dropped in to my local, the Byford Tavern, to have a drink with 
the owners, Trevor and Carlene Holgate, who were great friends of Trevor. We had a great chat about Trevor�s 
achievements. Trevor Holgate told me that every time he had to resolve an argument over any sort of sporting 
event, he would ring Spriggy and he would resolve it for him. We reminisced about how Trevor had attended last 
year�s Melbourne Cup luncheon at the Byford Tavern and had won the prize for best dressed man of the day. He 
was a man who loved punting, loved football and loved his beer. He was a great man. 

My thoughts are with Lyn and the family; take care. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [2.33 pm]: I note what a privilege it was to know Trevor Sprigg. I did not know 
Trevor until I came to Parliament three years ago; I knew the name and the fact that it was a famous football 
name. Trevor took over from me as opposition Whip, and regretfully it looks as though I will now take over 
from him as Whip. As many people have remarked today, Trevor took on the job of opposition Whip with 
enthusiasm and introduced new measures in order to do the job better. As the member for Kalgoorlie said, we 
really never know what is around the corner. Trevor felt really passionate about his job and found it a privilege 
to be a member of Parliament. I suppose that same attitude is what Trevor would want us to take from his 
unfortunate demise. Trevor always did his job enthusiastically. I shared an office with him just across the 
corridor from the chamber. I have never seen a man work the phones like Trevor Sprigg did. I have never seen a 
person with such a positive, proactive attitude to everything he did.  

As we all know, our involvement as members of Parliament is a team effort with our families, and I thank Lyn 
and the family for their contribution to this Parliament through Trevor Sprigg. It was with great sadness that I 
walked into the office this morning. The stark realisation of someone�s passing can leave us with an awful, 
empty feeling. The fact that we cannot determine our future makes us feel uncomfortable. We are here one day; 
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gone the next. Trevor�s very Christian-based funeral reminded us that Trevor had a very deep belief in God and 
Jesus Christ. In that belief he has gone to a better place; to a good place. Hopefully, he will see us, and his family 
will see him, again. Trevor, we love you; we thank you for what you have done for us. We thank your family for 
letting us experience you and, hopefully, we will see you again one day.  

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [2.36 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to Trevor Sprigg, who was a good 
friend and colleague of all the members of this house. My sympathies go out to his family on this occasion. It is 
a solemn occasion to be eulogising the death of a friend and colleague. If I can pay one tribute to The West 
Australian, I thought the obituary in yesterday�s paper by Peter Poat was very good. I commend anyone who has 
not read it to do so. It is headed �A champion on and off the footy field� and encapsulates Trevor�s life. Trevor 
represented everything that we would perceive to be Western Australian. He was passionate and, in many ways, 
compassionate, and there was no doubt that he was very competitive.  

He was my Whip in this place when I was the Leader of the Opposition for a couple of years. I would often say 
to him, �Trevor, where are those bastards? Get �em in this place. I pay you 20 grand to get them in here.� I did 
not really pay him 20 grand; the taxpayers did! Trevor would say, �But leader, the pricks just won�t come in!� 
Whilst I am very sad and still coming to terms with his untimely death, I do not think that Trevor Sprigg would 
have wanted us to be too sad for too long. I believe we should be celebrating his life as a good, honest, 
hardworking, straight-shooting guy who really took everything he did to heart, no matter what it was. Members 
have already explained how he went about his business and how passionate he was about everything he did.  

In light of that, I seek your indulgence, Mr Speaker, and that of the Premier, for just one minute, please. Every 
morning when Parliament sat, Trevor would come into the strategy meeting with a set of questions he wanted to 
ask. Obviously, sometimes the issues of the day pushed his questions aside. However, on this occasion, on 
Trevor�s behalf, I want to put a few of them on the record because I think he really would have wanted me to do 
so. The first one I will read to the house is addressed to the Premier. It reads � 

In view of the fact that the public consider you to be a 9-5 Premier, will you table the schedule of 
functions you have attended after 6pm this calendar year?  

There we go. Another question he really wanted to ask is addressed to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure, and it reads � 

Why haven�t you implemented your Government�s 2005 election promise to remove trucks from Leach 
Highway and South Street in Riverton?  

Another question is addressed to the Premier, and it reads � 

As exhaustive due diligence has already been done by your appointed Langoulant Task Force and the 
only issue is one of governance of the facility, I ask: 

When will you make a decision on the venue for the new multi-sports stadium?  
At least that has now been determined.  
Another question is addressed to the Minister for Education and Training, and it reads � 

Will the findings of the Twomey taskforce reviewing the State�s education and training workforce be 
made public or will it be kept secret like the Sanderson report on Aboriginal affairs?  

Can members imagine Trevor asking these questions? Another question is addressed to the Minister for Water 
Resources, and it reads � 

Why has your government reneged on its 2000 promise to provide $10.85million in funding to replace 
the Stirling Dam white water slalom course that Canoeing WA was forced to relinquish?  

There were a few others, which I will not read to the house. The questions I have read to the house are the 
questions that he really wanted to ask, particularly the one about the nine to five Premier, which he pushed me 
time and again to ask. Now, Premier, at some time in some way you might answer that question and Trevor will 
be satisfied.  
I attended a lot of functions with Trevor. We went to Chris Mainwaring�s funeral, together with Brett. Channel 
Seven gave up some of its seats for us to have a good vantage point. I will not forget that day, because it rained 
so heavily and, of course, Trevor had a lot to do with Chris Mainwaring and I could see that he was really feeling 
the pain of the passing of a very popular sportsman. We attended sports events together, including, rugby, 
football and sports stars award nights. He was always there on time, immaculately dressed and always very 
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competitive. He always wanted me to meet anybody I had not already met. He also wanted to progress the 
Liberal Party as much as he possibly could.  
His family, Lyn and all the kids, can be very proud that their father and husband was, for all intents and 
purposes, a really true blue Western Australian and someone they can be very proud of.  

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills � Parliamentary Secretary) [2.42 pm]: I only got to know Trevor Sprigg 
after he was elected to this place in 2005. It is fair to say that perhaps he and I represented two points of extreme 
diversity in the Western Australian Parliament. Trevor and I had more than a couple of public tiffs, largely on the 
question of gender equity issues. However, we had a few things in common. One was our shared love for the 
Eagles football team. I frequently saw Trevor at the football. Only today I learned that Trevor was also a guild 
councillor at the University of Western Australia, something that I did not know we had in common.  

Today I particularly express my condolences to Lyn, who I have got to know over the past few years, and 
Trevor�s family. The last time I saw Trevor he was with Lyn. Lyn was an outstanding support for Trevor and I 
am sure he often acknowledged that. Even on the last occasion we saw each other Trevor and I were egging each 
other on. He was a good sparring partner. I think the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale can vouch for that. It was 
late one December night when we were at Channel 31 doing a community TV recording. That is the place where 
we probably got to know each other best�outside this place, with all its trials and tribulations. It was in the 
outside world and we were working with real people we all represent.  

The short comment I will make today is that, while Trevor and I enjoyed a good strong, heated argument, he 
never held a grudge, at least not in my experience in dealing with him. Whilst we had different views on just 
about everything one could imagine, he happily agreed to disagree with me, as I did with him. What I respected 
most about Trevor Sprigg is that he never resiled from his point of view or made apologies for it. I admire that 
kind of strength of character. It is something all members in this place could take from Trevor. I hope he rests in 
peace.  
The SPEAKER: I thank members for their contributions and ask members to rise and support this motion by 
observing a minute�s silence. 
Question passed, members standing. 

The SPEAKER: Members, as a further mark of respect for the passing of a sitting member, it is my intention to 
leave the chair for approximately 30 minutes.  

Sitting suspended from 2.45 to 3.17 pm 
 


